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PERFORMERS, PANELISTS FOR IN-STUDIO DISCUSSION
The all-professional VIRGINIA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA (VCO)
presents public concerts and records music live for distribution nationwide, via
streaming educational videos on the website: vco.events/videos
“Music in the Life of Eisenhower” is the fourth Music of the Presidents project.
DAVID GRANDIS, VCO MUSIC DIRECTOR, is Director of
Orchestras at the College of William and Mary. In Europe he serves as Assistant
Conductor of the historic Lyon National Opera. Grandis’s guest appearances in
France include the Bordeaux National Symphony and the Nice Philharmonic.
ROBERT AUBRY DAVIS, NARRATOR and DISCUSSION
MODERATOR, is creator and host of “Millennium of Music,” carried by over
120 public radio stations nationwide, internationally, and on SiriusXM Satellite
Radio. He has been host and moderator of WETA’s TV Emmy-Award-winning
weekly arts discussion program, “Around Town,” since its inception in 1986.
THE AIRMEN OF NOTE, stationed at Joint Base Anacostia Bolling, is the
premier jazz ensemble of the Unite States Air Force and part of the United States
Air Force Band. Created in 1950 to carry on the tradition of Major Glenn Miller’s
Army Air Corps dance band, the “Note” is a touring big band that has attracted
eighteen professional jazz musicians from across the United States. In 1990 they
established the Jazz Heritage Series on National Public Radio.
PRO CORO is a select chamber choir of singers drawn from the Alexandria
Choral Society. Both organizations are conducted by Brian Isaac. The Society
aspires to enrich the cultural life of the City of Alexandria and surrounding
communities by presenting diverse and engaging programs at the highest artistic
level. They often collaborate with area orchestras for major musical works.
EISENHOWER AUTHORITIES for IN-STUDIO DISCUSSION:
DR. MICHAEL J. BIRKNER has been a professor of history at
Gettysburg College in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania since 1989. From 2001 to 2016
he served as Benjamin Franklin Chair of Liberal Arts. His published books
include an authoritative biography of Eisenhower and Eisenhower’s Gettysburg
Farm.
TIMOTHY RIVES is Deputy Director and Supervisory Archivist of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood home in
Abilene, Kansas. He has nine videos in the C SPAN Video Library and has
published books and articles on a variety of subjects including the American
presidency.
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World War II

(excerpted)

by Kenneth T. Jackson, Jacques Barzun Professor in History and
Director of the Herbert H. Lehman Center for American History
at Columbia University;
provided by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
... So it fell to an obscure Kansan to take charge of the greatest invasion in
history. Ike had been only a lieutenant colonel when the war began in
1939. But his good judgment, hard work, and devotion to duty were
recognized early on by Marshall, who quickly promoted the affable staff
officer over dozens of senior generals. By the early months of 1944,
Eisenhower was in charge of all American and Allied ground, sea, and air
forces in Europe and busy assembling a gigantic invasion force in England.
His mission was to assault the Nazi Atlantic Wall, a network of artillery,
beach hazards, and pillboxes that were designed to slaughter anyone foolish
enough to come out of the water.
The story of D-Day, June 6, 1944, has been told many times. Suffice it to
say here that General Eisenhower did four things that will distinguish him
forever. First, he made a decision on June 5 that only he could make-to
go forward with the invasion despite a terrible weather forecast. By
contrast, Field Marshal Rommel, the commander of the Atlantic Wall,
who no doubt saw the same predictions, decided that the weather would
be so awful that he could safely go back to Germany to visit his wife and
son. Eisenhower took a chance that the weather would break and allow
the landings to go forward. Fortunately, his hunch proved to be correct.
Second, the Supreme Commander took personal responsibility for
possible failure, preparing a statement for release to the press in case the
invasion force was hurled back into the sea. In such a circumstance,
General Eisenhower reported that his soldiers and sailors had done
everything he or anyone else could have expected, and that his withdrawal
from the beachhead was his fault alone. As it happened, his message never
had to be released.
Third, Eisenhower, knowing that having given the order to attack, he could
do nothing more of a supervisory nature on the afternoon and…
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evening of June 5, visited the airfields where many thousands of American
paratroopers were already making final preparations to be dropped into the
midnight darkness behind German lines. With parachutes on their backs, they
had blackened their faces and wore heavy camouflage as they stood in groups
waiting to board their aircraft. Members of the 82nd and 101st Airborne
Divisions, they would be the first invaders to land anywhere in Nazi-occupied
France, and Ike knew that hundreds of them, maybe more, would be killed the
next day. So the commanding general walked informally among the young
men, many of them only teenagers, chatting about their hometowns, working his
way through the throng, recognizing the perils they would all soon be facing.
Finally, as the thousands of ships of the main invasion force pushed away
from piers and began to cross the English Channel for the short voyage to
Normandy, General Eisenhower read a personal message to the troops who
were about to go ashore:
You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we
have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you.
The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with
you. In company with our brave_ Allies and brothers-in-arms on other
Fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war
machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples of
Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world.
**************************************************
In General Eisenhower's official announcement of victory he looked to the future,
expressing the hope that the spirit of cooperation and devotion to human freedom
which characterized the Allied effort during the war would continue.(Ed.)
Text from the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History.
"VICTORY ORDER OF THE DAY
"Men and women of the Allied Expeditionary Force: The crusade on which
we embarked in the early summer of 1944 has reached its glorious conclusion. It
is my especial privilege, in the name of all Nations represented in this Theater
of War, to commend each of you for valiant performance of duty. Though these
words are feeble they come from the bottom of a heart overflowing with
pride in your loyal service and admiration for you as warriors.
"Your accomplishments at sea, in the air, on the ground and in the field of
supply, have astonished the world. Even before the final week of the
conflict, you had put 5,000,000 of the enemy permanently out of the war.
You have taken in stride military tasks so difficult as to be classed by many
doubters as impossible. You have confused, defeated and destroyed your
7

savagely fighting foe. On the road to victory you have endured every
discomfort and privation and have summoned every obstacle ingenuity and
desperation could throw in your path. You did not pause until our front was
firmly joined up with the great Red Army coming from the East, and other
Allied Forces, coming from the South.
“Full victory in Europe has been attained.
“Working and fighting together in a single and indestructible partnership
you have achieved a perfection in unification of air, ground and naval power
that will stand as a model in our time.
"The route you have traveled through hundreds of miles is marked by the
graves of former comrades. From them has been exacted the ultimate
sacrifice; blood of many nations - American, British, Canadian, French,
Polish and others - has helped to gain the victory. Each of the fallen died
as a member of the team to which you belong, bound together by a
common love of liberty and a refusal to submit to enslavement. No
monument of stone, no memorial of whatever magnitude could so well
express our respect and veneration for their sacrifice as would perpetuation
of the spirit of comradeship in which they died. As we celebrate Victory
in Europe let us remind ourselves that our common problems of the
immediate and distant future can best be solved in the same conceptions of
cooperation and devotion to the cause of human freedom as have made this
Expeditionary Force such a mighty engine of righteous destruction.
"Let us have no part in the profitless quarrels in which other men will
inevitably engage as to what country, what service, won the European War.
Every man, every woman, of every nation here represented, has served
according to his or her ability, and the efforts of each have contributed to
the outcome. This we shall remember - and in doing so we shall be revering
such honored grave, and be sending comfort to the loved ones of comrades
who could not live to see this day."
Isl DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER"
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The Eisenhower Presidency
from the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum
and Boyhood Home website at www.eisenhower. archives.gov

“My first day at the President’s Desk. Plenty of worries
and difficult problems.
But such has been my portion for a long time—the result is that this
just seems (today) like a continuation of all I’ve been doing since
July ’41—even before that!”

/s/ DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
Dwight D. Eisenhower , January 21, 1953

Music at the White House:
A History of the American Spirit (excerpt)
Elise K. Kirk
University of Illinois Press, 1986
…In 1954 the president (Eisenhower) sought $5 million for cultural
exchange programs. “The exchange of artists is one
of the most effective ways of strengthening world friendship,” he said.
The funds were promptly forthcoming.
His most significant contribution to the arts was the realization of the
National Cultural Center Act in September, 10958 (Public Law
85=874) which also specified the formation of an Advisory
Committee on the Arts for the center. ….The giant complex — later to
be renamed the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts—
would radically alter the entire cultural life of Washington and
provide a focal point for the finest performing arts groups from every
corner of the nation.
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Chronology (1943-1961)
from the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
website at www.eisenhower.archives.gov
December 1943: Appointed Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces.
June 6, 1944: Commanded forces of Normandy invasion.
December 20, 1944: Promoted to General of the Army (5 stars). Shortly after the
German surrender, May 8, 1945, appointed Military Governor, U.S. Occupied Zone,
Frankfurt, Germany.
November 19, 1945: Designated as Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.
April 11, 1946: Wartime rank of General of the Army converted to permanent rank.
June 7, 1948: Inaugurated as President, Columbia University, New York City.
December 16, 1950: Named Supreme Allied Commander, North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, Europe, and given operational command of Treaty Organization, Europe
and given operational command of U.S. Forces, Europe.
May 31, 1952: Retired from active service, and resigned his commission July 1952.
June 4, 1952: Announced his candidacy for the Republican Party nomination for
President in Abilene, Kansas.
January 20, 1953-January 20, 1961: Served two terms as President of the United
States; brought armistice to Korean War; promoted Atoms for Peace; dealt with crises in
Lebanon, Suez, Berlin, and Hungary; established the U.S. Information Agency; created
the Federal Council on Aging; saw Alaska and Hawaii become states; authorized the St.
Lawrence Seaway and the Interstate Highway System; signed the 1957 Civil Rights Act,
the first civil rights legislation since end of Civil War; sent federal troops to enforce
court-ordered integration of Little Rock Central High School; signed the bill creating the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
January 17, 1961: Delivered his famous Farewell Address warning the nation of the
“military-industrial complex.”
10

WEBSITES: HISTORY AND MUSIC
https://www.dwightdeisenhower.com website for Eisenhower Presidential
Library, Museum and Boyhood Home, Abilene, Kansas
https://www.nps.gov/eise/index.htm website for Eisenhower National
Historic Site, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/dwight-d-eisenhower
Eisenhower’s early life through legacy and post-presidential years
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y06NSBBRtY
Eisenhower’s final address as president--incudes warning about militaryindustrial complex
https://www.dwightdeisenhower.com/388/Civil-Rights-Little-RockIntegration-Crisis includes documents, photographs and secondary sources
https://www.c-span.org/video/?444992-1/qa-william-hitchcock
interview with Dr. William Hitchcock, author of The Age of Eisenhower:
America and the World in the 1950’s
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/1950samerica/a/the-eisenhower-era Khan Academy: The Eisenhower Era
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/eisenhower-legacy/
PBS: Eisenhower’s Legacy
https://millercenter.org/president/eisenhower/domestic-affairs
Dwight D. Eisenhower: Domestic Affairs
https://www.colorado.edu/amrc/glenn-miller-archives website for American
Music Research Center; includes review of the biography Glenn Miller
Declassified
https://www.glennmiller.org website for Glenn Miller Birthplace Museum
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/irving-berlin
summary: Irving Berlin’s life and career
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1996/summer/irving-berlin1.html history of Irving Berlin’s show, “This Is the Army,” in the United
States and abroad
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RELATIONSHIP TO VIRGINIA, NATIONAL STANDARDS
The “Music in the Life of Eisenhower” video program is streaming at vco.events
Narration and music on the video, together with content and suggested resources
in this Study Guide, relate to the following Standards of Learning:
2014 NATIONAL STANDARDS OF LEARNING in MUSIC
MU:Re7.1.6a,7a,8a Responding: Select – music appropriate for a specific
purpose or context

MU:Re7.2.6a,7a,8a Responding: Analyze - music is informed by analyzing
context

MU:Pr4.2.6c,7c,8c Connecting #11 – relate musical works and contexts to
deepen understanding To cite just one example, “God Bless America” by Irving Berlin was
presented as a “peace song” on Armistice Day in 1938. With the rise of Hitler, Berlin
reintroduced it as a patriotic song in every theater of war in World War II as part of “This Is the
Army,” a review intended to inspire troops.” Since that time it has functioned as a patriotic song in
a variety of contexts.
2013 VIRGINIA STATE STANDARDS of LEARNING in MUSIC
Cultural Context: investigate musical genres through listening, discussing;
investigate the role of music in society---MS.5 The significant role of the Glenn Miller
Band, engaged by Eisenhower to maintain the morale of allied troops in World War II, is
emphasized.
Aesthetics: identify and compare the relationships between music and other
disciplines---MS9 This entire project is specifically designed to show relationships between music
and history.

2015 HISTORY and SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS of
LEARNING for VIRGINIA
USII.1d – examination and evaluation of historical evidence to
understand the past Copes of primary sources in this Guide include General Eisenhower’s
Victory Order of the Day Announcement to the Allied Expeditionary Forces in World War II, a
memo he wrote after his first day on the job as U.S. President, and an article on Leadership he
authored after having served two presidential terms. The link for the video of his farewell address
is provided.

!
USII.1j – research using variety of materials and sources to investigate
people and events to understand historical and cultural relationships
The variety of materials and sources in the Guide include essays by recognized scholars, relevant
websites, a chronology, extensive bibliographies for upper elementary, middle school, and high
school levels, topics for further study and suggested listening activities. Musical selections and
excerpts in the video are preceded by detailed narration explaining their relationships to the
people, events, history and culture of Eisenhower’s era.
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“Music and Musicians”
excerpted from World War II for Kids
Richard Panchyk Chicago Review Press, 2002
Besides actors and actresses, musicians were also an important part of the war
effort. Radio stars, singers, and band leaders participated in the USO. (United
Service Organizations, Inc.). They crossed the country and the Atlantic Ocean to
entertain the troops. The Andrew Sisters, who had also appeared in a few Abbott
and Costello movies, became immensely popular with their Oscar-nominate hit
song, ‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company B.” Band leader and trombonist
Glenn Miller entertained thousand of troops in Europe until the plane he boarded
on the way to an appearance in Paris disappeared mysteriously on December 15,
1945. Jazz saxophonist and bandleader Frankie Trumbauer joined the air force
and became a test pilot. He had a passion for planes and a desire to help his
country.
The top box office attraction from the 1940’s, Bing Crosby, entertained civilians
with the song “White Christmas.” Crosby, who won the 1940 award for Best
Actor, also entertained troops as part of the USO (United Service Organizations,
Inc.). His duet with the Andrew Sisters, called “(There’ll Be a) Hot Time in the
Town of Berlin” was a top song of 1944 with its morale-boosting lyrics” “I want
to be there boy, spread some joy, when they (the Americans) take old Berlin.”
The song most popular with World War II soldiers was called “Lilly Marlene.”
Originally a German poem, it was set to music in 1938. German soldiers stationed
in Africa were an enthusiastic audience. The song was soon being hummed by
British and American soldiers as well. In 1944 English words were written for
the tune and the song became even more popular.
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UPPER ELEMENTARY TOPICS FOR FURTHER STUDY
HISTORY
Eisenhower’s favorite motto was “Gently in Manner, Strongly in Deed.”
What does this phrase means to you? Relate this motto to relationships in
families, in team sports, in your community. Relate the motto to Eisenhower’s
presidency. Research examples of his mild manner, his strength in leadership.
Select one of the following and describe their role in World War II:
General George S. Patton, Tuskegee Airmen, Navajo code talkers.
What was the “Sputnik crisis.” How did it motivate the United States to speed up
progress in space and technology?
MUSIC
Irving Berlin wrote “God Bless America” during World War I and revised it in
1938. The printer’s proof began with an introduction: “While the storm clouds
gather far across the sea.” https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100010475/
Later, when Berlin sent signed, handwritten lyrics to Eisenhower
https://www. loc.gov/item/ihas.100010474/ he omitted the introduction.
The “storm clouds” had already gathered. What did the introduction predict?
What is an operetta? How is it different from an opera? Franz Lehar was an
Austro-Hungarian composer. What American composers wrote operettas?
LISTENING ACTIVITIES
When Irving Berlin wrote the music and lyrics for “I Like Ike,” he anticipated that
it might be a campaign song someday. In 1952, Berlin performed it at a huge
rally staged in New York City. The rally is generally agreed to have played a
major role in persuading Eisenhower to accept the nomination for president.
“I Like Ike” was then used as Ike’s campaign song before both campaigns.
https://www.lyricsmania.com/i_like_ike_lyrics_irving_berlin.html
http://www.musictory.com/music/Irving+Berlin/I+Like+Ike
“America the Beautiful,” as performed by the U.S. Marine Band in 1953:
The Marine Band performed at the White House during Ike’s two terms, so he
may have heard this version in 1953, the first year of his presidency.
https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100010365/
The “Merry Widow Waltz” from the operetta The Merry Widow by AustroHungarian composer Franz Lehar is on the list of Eisenhower’s favorite music.
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Merry+Widow+Waltz+you+tube&form=APMC
S1&PC=APMC (recommend 10/25/2014 version--click on graphic of a
landscape)
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SUGGESTED BOOKS-UPPER ELEMENTARY
Adler, David A. A Picture Book of Dwight David Eisenhower. New York:
Holiday House, 2002.
Ambrose, Stephen. The Good Fight: How World War II Was Won.
New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2001.
Birkner, Michael J. Dwight D. Eisenhower: America’s 34th President from
the series “ Encyclopedia of Presidents.” New York: Children’s Press, 2005.
Birkner, Michael J. and Hegeman, Carol A. Eisenhower’s Gettysburg Farm.
Forward by Susan Eisenhower. Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2017
Britton, Tamara L. Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th President from the series
“United States Presidents.” New York: Big Buddy Books/ABDO, 2017.
Davis, Kenneth C. Don’t Know Much About the American Presidents.
New York: Hyperion, 2012.
Hamen, Susan E. Pearl Harbor. Edina, Minnesota: ABDO Publishing
Company, 2009.
Hayes, Malcom. 40s & 50s: From War to Peace. (20th Century Music)
Oxford: Heinemann Library, 2002.
Osborne, Mary Pope. World at War, 1944. from the “Magic Tree House
Series.” New York: Random House Children’s Books, 2015.
Panchyk, Richard. World War II for Kids. Chicago: Chicago Review Press,
2002.
Roesler, Jill. D-Day Invasion from the series “Eyewitness World War II.”
North Manketo, Minnesota: The Child’s World, 2016.
Sherman, Jill. Eyewitness to the Liberation of Buchenwald from the series
“Eyewitness to World War II.” Troy, Michigan: Momentum Books, 2016.
Stanley, George E. and Henderson, Meryl. Dwight D. Eisenhower: Young
Military Leader. New York: Aladdin Books, 2006.
Venezia, Mike. Dwight D. Eisenhower the 34th President from the series
“Getting to Know the U.S. Presidents.” Connecticut: Children’s Press, 2007.
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Dwight D. Eisenhower on Leadership
Pamela Sanfilippo, Learning and Engagement Director,
Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum, and Boyhood Home
In 1965, editors from The Reader’s Digest asked former President Dwight D.
Eisenhower to write an article about leadership. His interactions with world
leaders as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces during World
War II and as two-term President of the United States gave him unparalleled
knowledge of the characteristics that make a good leader. While his article used
examples of other leaders he knew, Ike exemplified these traits throughout his
life. His comments are as relevant today as they were over 50 years ago:
Selfless Dedication. “Any leader worth his salt must of course posses a
certain amount of ego, a justifiable pride in this own accomplishments. But if he
is a truly great leader, the cause must predominate over self.”
Courage and Conviction. Eisenhower believed that leaders must have courage
to voice and act on their convictions. Ike acted on his principles during the
desegregation crisis at Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. After
sending troops for the 101st Airborne to enforce the Supreme Court decision and
allow the first African American students to attend Central High, Eisenhower
spoke to the nation. His speech was a lesson in Constitutional law and equal
justice for all.
Fortitude. According to Eisenhower, fortitude is “the capacity to stand strong
under reverses, to rise from defeat and do battle again, and to learn from one’s
mistakes and push on to the ultimate goal.”
Humility. …“every leader should have enough humility to accept, publicly, the
responsibility for the mistakes of the subordinates he has himself selected and,
likewise, to give them credit, publicly, for their triumphs.” The night before the
D-Day invasion of Normandy during World War II, Ike wrote a note in case the
attack failed. It concluded, “If any blame or fault attaches to the attempt it is mine
alone.” The success of the mission he credited to the troops, not himself.
Thorough Homework. Eisenhower believed “Another quality common to
leaders is their willingness to work hard, to prepare themselves, to know their
field of activity thoroughly.” In other words, a person can only get by so far on
personality, looks, or flattering superiors. Eventually their weaknesses will
become evident and their success will be short-lived.
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Dwight D. Eisenhower on Leadership (continued)
Power of Persuasion. In this trait Eisenhower was unequaled. He wrote,
“whenever men can be persuaded rather than ordered-when they can be made to
feel that they have participated in the plan-they approach their task with
understanding and enthusiasm.
Heart and Mind. According to Ike, the inner leadership qualities of heart and
mind could take many outward forms. Regardless of whether someone was
outgoing of reserved, abrupt or likeable, intelligence with compassion made for a
great leader.
Ike credited much of his success to his parents and the small town of Abilene,
Kansas where he was raised. He never forgot the lessons of hard work, dedication,
Education, courage, and humility that he learned. He was the first to admit he was
not perfect and he occasionally failed, but he viewed the defeats as temporary
setbacks and refused to give up.
Eisenhower believed that great leaders came from all walks of life, because that
was his own experience. In the military, in business, and in local communities,
leaders were formed by “men and women who, by right thinking and sound
deeds, influence others.” One does not have to achieve fame and fortune to be a
great leader. Living by the principles outlined by Eisenhower in 1965 is a great
step on the road to leadership.

A transcription of the full article, “What Is Leadership?” by Dwight D.
Eisenhower from The Reader’s Digest, June 1965, pp. 49-54, can be found at
www.eisenhower.archhives.gov
.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TOPICS FOR FURTHER STUDY
HISTORY
In addition to Eisenhower, eleven U.S. Presidents formerly served as generals:
George Washington, Andrew Jackson, William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor,
Franklin Pierce, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, James
A. Garfield, Chester A. Arthur, and Benjamin Harrison. In what wars did they
serve? Select one. How is he regarded today, as a military leader and as president?
Why did President Eisenhower send federal troops to Little Rock High School in
Arkansas? What was the outcome? Research the Civil Rights Act of 1957.
Refer to the chronology (page 10) that lists Eisenhower’s accomplishments in his
two presidential terms. Which do think are the most important? If he was
campaigning for president today, what goals might be included in his speeches?
LISTENING ACTIVITIES
The “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” c.1953 US Marine Band with choir, recorded
from a radio broadcast: As 1953 was the first year of the Eisenhower presidency,
and the Marine Band played at the White House frequently, Ike may have heard
this version. https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100010386/
Eisenhower was the first president to include Broadway show music in
entertainment for state functions. Richard Rogers wrote the music for South
Pacific. Listen to the “Overture.” Can you hear how many different songs are
included? Do some songs occur more than once?.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4EAruiSSws

Claire de Lune by Claude Debussy is listed as one of Eisenhower’s favorite
musical works. It was originally a movement from a suite for piano.
https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=4fvo_iOuSck

The piano version was followed by one of many arrangements for orchestra
created by others: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BubaEmJg4so
MUSIC
During what war was the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” first sung? Who wrote
the words? On what occasions has it been sung more recently?
What is an overture? What book inspired the plot of South Pacific? What war was
the time setting for the book and musical?

Claire de Lune means “moonlight” in French. Much of the music is marked
pianissimo, meaning “to be performed very softly.” If you were composing a
piece inspired by moonlight, would you include sections marked pianissimo?
What subject might inspire you to compose fortissimo (very loud) sections?
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Eisenhower as Representative American
Michael J. Birkner, Professor of History,
Gettysburg College
When the great poet Walt Whitman wrote, "I chant the divine
average," he could well have been talking about Dwight
David Eisenhower. Raised in America's heartland (Abilene,
Kansas), Eisenhower matured in an environment where he
could relate to the daily struggles of average Americans because
his family lived through them. As he once observed, "I'm just
folks. I come from the people, the ordinary people."
Even as he commenced a meteoric rise to national prominence
during World War II, Eisenhower retained his common touch in
dealings with everyone from political leaders and warlords to
average soldiers-as evidenced in the famous photo of him
talking with paratroopers in England less than 24 hours
before the D-Day invasion. What did they discuss? Sports.
Fishing. Home towns. But those soldiers then did great work,
as did Eisenhower, both as a military leader and for eight years
of majestic steadiness as president of the United States. 19531961.
In the book Encounters with Eisenhower, published in 2015,
my coeditor Devin McKinney and I documented dozens of
examples of Eisenhower's interactions with peers and
subordinates-some of them amusing, some poignant. You
cannot find a trace of self-importance in any of these
vignettes, because that was not Eisenhower.
Reminiscing about Eisenhower many years after World War
II, the widow of one of his most trusted associates in the
British military, Lady Dill, recalled of Eisenhower that he did
not change as he gained influence and renown. He remained,
she remembered, "a simple, natural man." A simple, natural
man who represented Americanism at its most appealing.
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HIGH SCHOOL TOPICS FOR FURTHER STUDY
HISTORY
One biographer has stated “Eisenhower’s greatest victories were the wars (as
president) he didn't fight.” When did he resist pressure to engage militarily?
Research examples. Do you agree or disagree?
In which presidential address did Eisenhower coin the phrase “military industrial
complex”? Why it still quoted very frequently?
The C-Span Presidential Historians Survey of 2017 ranks presidents according to
ten leadership characteristics. Why do you think appreciation for Ike’s leadership
has increased dramatically? https://www.c-span.org/presidentsurvey2017/
MUSIC
The presidencies of Lincoln and Eisenhower were almost one hundred years
apart. Both presidents enjoyed music by Stephen Foster. Do you think Foster’s
music will also be enjoyed by the president who serves 100 years after
Eisenhower? Why, or why not?
In addition to Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 4 (Italian), what other symphony,
and what overture, were inspired by places he visited during his extensive travels?
Irving Berlin wrote both words and music for “God Bless America.” Two
different people wrote words and music for “America the Beautiful.” Did they
ever meet?
LISTENING ACTIVITIES
“Over There,” a patriotic song by George M. Cohan popular during both world
wars, was an Eisenhower favorite. It was recorded by the Marine Band in 1953.
He may have heard this version: https://www.loc.gov/tem/ihas.100010387/
To hear the words and view vintage photos, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6k9XZB6O26w

Symphony No. 4, Opus 80 (“Italian”) in A major by Felix Mendelssohn: The first
movement is excerpted on the video program. Listen to all four movements here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwQKyGEVLpo LIVE

When Ike and Mamie entertained at the White House, they included a wide
variety of music for their guests. Leonard Bernstein appeared as conductor with
members of the New York Philharmonic and he also performed as soloist in
“Rhapsody in Blue” by George Gershwin. Several performances are available on
youtube. Google: Bernstein New York Philharmonic Rhapsody in Blue
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Ike’s Bluff: President Eisenhower’s Secret Battle
to Save the World
Evan Thomas New York: Little Brown and Company, 2012
Excerpted from concluding chapter: “The Underestimated Man”
Ike puzzled President Kennedy by asking to revert to his five-star
military rank, which among other things meant that he would be
referred to as “General,” not “Mr. President.” No extra money or
greater benefits were involved, though, as a general, he could keep
Sergeant Moaney on as his valet.
But Ike saw himself more as a soldier than as a statesman. His legacy
as president, he knew, would not be nearly so glorious or easily
mythologized as his triumphs as Supreme Allied Commander, which
had won him the presidency in 1952 virtually by acclamation.
In 1948 he had written his clear, crisp memoirs of World War II in
ten months. After leaving the White House, he struggled over his
presidential memoirs for three years, and the two-volume product is
turgid. He could write in an unemotional, straightforward way about
waging war; the art of diplomacy and statecraft was harder to
explain, especially when Ike remained wary of revealing his hidden
hand. Ike was more comfortable as a soldier, yet his greatest victories
were the wars he did not fight.

23

Reflections On Eisenhower’s Farewell Address:
The “Military-Industrial Complex” Speech
excerpted from Three Days in January-Dwight Eisenhower’s Final Mission
Bret Baier New York: Harper Collins, 2017
(As of 2017) the You Tube version of Ike’s speech, with wavy black and white
video and scratchy sound, has garnered more than half a million viewers, and
many other videos including commentary are also available for a new generation
to see and hear. Left to languish at various periods in our Cold War history, and
reemerging as we engaged in new wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, Ike’s final
message still speaks to us today. But what does it all mean?
Ike’s farewell address, delivered three days before the end of his presidency, has
often been called prophetic, and it is one of the most often quoted speeches in
presidential history. However, it’s hard to talk about our take away lessons from
Ike’s military-industrial speech without sounding glib. It has become like a
Rorschach test on American policy. Depending on where you stand on military
spending, troop strength, the role of industry and, yes, politics, you see
something different…..
Eisenhower’s speech was a call for balance, fiscal restraint and vigilance.
Eisenhower had been talking about those themes for his entire presidency. He
saw budget priorities holistically—not as one pot for military and a separate pot
for domestic spending. Rather, he believed that the national interest, including
national security, was not reliant solely or even primarily on how many weapons
systems we had, but more fundamentally on how stable our nation was. A
healthy economy, he thought, was a national security issue. So were civil rights,
education, and infrastructure. Our greatness as a nation, not just our military
might, was our bulwark against the dangers of the world.
The text of the entire farewell address is available here:
https://www.militaryindustrialcomplex.com/military-industrial-complexspeech.asp
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Musical Selections/Excerpts: “Music in the Life of Eisenhower”
Symphony No. 4 in A major (Italian)
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
1. Allegro vivace (excerpt)
In 1829 and 1830, Mendelssohn embarked on a “Grand Tour” of England, Scotland,
Wales, and Italy, which inspired a number of his works. The “Italian Symphony” as he
himself referred to it, was completed in the fall of 1832, and the composer himself
conducted its premiere. The work was a tremendous success, and Mendelssohn
described it as “the jolliest piece I have so far written…and the most mature thing I
have ever done.”
Nevertheless, in 1834, Mendelssohn began extensive revisions. In 1838 he permitted
another London performance but he refused to permit its performance in Germany and
withheld publication. He continued tinkering with it until he died in 1847. Four years
after Mendelssohn’s death one of Mendelssohn’s teachers, Czech pianist Ignaz
Moscheles, who had conducted the 1838 London performance, edited an “official”
edition that finally appeared in print.
Fantasia on Greensleeves (excerpt)

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

The Fantasia on Greensleeves is widely thought to be an arrangement made by Ralph
Greaves-- “under the watchful eye of the composer,” as one writer has suggested--from the score for Vaughn Williams opera, Sir John in Love. The composer wrote the
opera libretto, based on Shakespeare's The Merry Wives of Windsor, and supplemented
with texts by other writers. The music utilizes English folk tunes, including
"Greensleeves" and “Lovely Joan.”
“Oh, What a Beautful Mornin’” (excerpt)

Richard Rogers (1902-1979)
Arranged by Robert Russell Bennett
Oklahoma! (1943), the first musical by Richard Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein,
marked the beginning of their hugely successful partnership. An Eisenhower favorite,
“Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’,” is one of the many hits from their remarkable
collaboration.
Much of Rodgers' work with both Lorenz Hart and Hammerstein was orchestrated
by Robert Russell Bennett. Rodgers and Bennett collaborated on the orchestra score for
the twenty-six episode World War II television documentary Victory at Sea in 1952.
Virginia Cham ber Orchestra-David Grandis, M usic Director

“Lead Kindly Light”

John Bacchus Dykes (1823- 1876)

“Lead Kindly Light,” frequently cited as one of Eisenhower’s favorite hymns, is usually
sung to the tune Lux Benigna, composed by John Bacchus Dykes, an English clergyman, in
1865. The words were written in 1833 by John Henry Newman as a poem, titled "The Pillar
and the Cloud." Other composers who wrote music for this text include Sir Arthur Sullivan.
It was sung by soldiers in World War I.
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“Army Blue”

George R. Poulton (1828-1867)

“Bugle Notes” is the Handbook of the United States Corps of Cadets, otherwise known as
the “West Point Plebe Bible.” According to the 1947 Notes, "Army Blue” is a traditional
tune played for "Graduating Class Front and Center, March," when the First Class steps
out of ranks for the final time as cadets, and also played for the last dance at all hops. It
began as the song of the Class of 1865. The tune is that of an old minstrel song, "Aura
Lea.” The "cup" in the lyrics refers to the "class baby cup" which was to be presented to
the parents of the first male child of the class.
“God Bless America”

Irving Berlin (1888-1989)

Irving Berlin wrote “God Bless America” during World War I. He revised it and intended
it as a “peace song.” Kate Smith introduced the song on her radio show for an Armistice
Day broadcast in 1938. During World War II it was included in Berlin’s musical show,
This Is the Army, which General Eisenhower found so inspiring that he directed it to be
shown in many theaters of war. Berlin’s daughter explained that “God Bless America”
was a very personal expression of her father’s gratitude to a country where he, an
immigrant raised in poverty, was able to rise to remarkable success in his profession.
Later, as president, Eisenhower presented a special gold medal to Irving Berlin for his
patriotic music. “God Bless America” has been called the country’s second national
anthem.
Pro Coro Singers
Virginia Chamber Orchestra
St. Louis Blues March”

“

W.C. Handy (1873-1958)/Glenn Miller (1904-1944)

In 1942, Glenn Miller decided to join the war effort and enlisted in the Army. In his effort to
modernize the military bands, Miller fused W.C. Handy’s popular hit with the military march
style to come up with this unique arrangement.
“Moonlight Serenade”

Glenn Miller (1904-1944)

This signature tune of the Glenn Miller Orchestra became an instant phenomenon after its
1939 release on RCA Bluebird, earning the #5 top pop hit status on Billboard’s year-end tally.
The song was also released on V-disc and continued to be a radio hit in the U.S. and Europe
into the 1970s.

“In The Mood”

arranged by Joe Garland (1903-1977)

Easily Miller’s biggest hit, “In the Mood” topped the charts for thirteen straight weeks in
1940. Still played by big bands around the world, the song has secured its legendary status in
American culture, with inductions into both the Grammy Hall of Fame and the Library of
Congress National Recording Registry as well as inclusion on the National Public Radio
(NPR) list of "The 100 most important American musical works of the 20th century."
Airmen of Note
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